Re-use committee
ISSues press release

Statement to the press anerate positive cash flow for
to the Galion Board of the District is a horrendous
Education mistake. _

On June 4, the Board ol _Amazingly, they did so
Education voted to enter intcwithout taking even the first
a contract to demolish thesteps to examine their assets
former Galion High School. so they could make an in-

There will be opportunlt¥ formed decision. No ap-
over the coming weeks tcpraisal of buildings they
look back and convey impor-owned. No auction to deter-
tant details of our efforts ancmine whether or not they
our interaction with the could generate additional
School District which could income and lessen the burden
not previously be shared. Aion taxpayers (this despite one
this moment, however, weoutright cash_ offer and ex-
would like to share a few pressions_of interest by de-
brief thoughts. _velopers in at least two_of

It is |mPortant to start with their buildings). No adaptive
words of thanks. We first reuse experts of their own to
extend heartfelt_fc%rat!tude tcdetermine any building's
the four Plaintiffs in the potential. _
pending legal action, who did | Nothing. Not only did they
something incredibly uncom-simply throw away the
mon in 21st century Americalargest transferable assets
— they stood up for their owned by taxpayers, they
beliefs. actually paid to have it done:

We also thank Attorney In a process in whjch the
John Barga. It may not beDistrict changed their con-
known locally that John is afusing rules more than once
successful corporate attorne'— one time within only three
and has served the Con'or four days — the Board
munity Improvement Corp-focused criticism on people
oration (CIC) in Senecawho were handicapped from
County. John Understand:the start b‘Y the District’s
business. From the beginninongoing, failure to release
of this process, he has spokeinformation needed to create
with clarity and great compe-an effective adaptive reuse
tence about the opportunitie plan. In essence, they never
for adaptively reusing GHS,allowed us or anyone else a
and for ‘the importance ofrealistic opportunity for suc-
integrity in the ways thatcess by limiting information
public bodies operate. ~ and access, and then used

In short, these five individ- failure to meet their shifting
uals have been among thand unrealistic standards as
best friends that Galion tax-an excuse to condemn our
payers and school childrerreuse attempt unilaterally.
could have had over the last The District's mismanage-
(Jumps to next sheet —then back to next
column)



several months. ment of information and
We also thank all of ourresources held true to the
supporters, including overend. The Board voted to
1,400 individuals who signeddemolish GHS for only half
petitions, both on paper ancof the amount of money they
online, over the last severapreviously required  for
months. Although you aredemolition escrow, despite
unlikely to have ever re- OSFC assurances that money
ceived acknowledgment fromrwould be available for
the Board of Educationanother year, and despite the
(other than a dismissive statefact that lower than expected
ment that you acted solelybids could potentially dra-
out of emotion), you have ourmatically reduce the amount
grateful thanks. needed for that escrow. Our
On Wednesday, the BoarcCommittee had a commit-
sealed an action started by ament for the purchase price,
uninformed and rushed voteand with the low demolition
Instead of acting with princi- cost, the Committee also_had
ple and prudence, they chosthat amount covered. The
instead to waste taxpaye OSFC and the Committee
resources to assuage persorwere actually ready and able
prejudices and phobias. Andto do something positive for
In so doing, they finally com- Galion, and everything was
leted execution of the worsfinally set for that to hapTJoen.
ocal land use and commu-The Board, however, refused
nity development decision into do anything other than to
generations. ~quickly advance what was
It bears stating, particu-obviously a preordained con-
larly in response to yetclusion. _ _
another slanted press state It is especially astounding
ment, that the Board contin-that the school board mem-
ues to ignore the fact thabers would take such callous
they, and no one_else, sit oland short-sighted action right
that public body. They are thebefore yet another levy on the
ones who have taken on thlocal ballot. Last year, one
responsibility of using Board member sent an e-mail
resources to benefit Galiorto his colleagues stating, "If
school children, not us. Andwe let them [the people of
in a time when the economyGalion] vote on this, when
is in turmoil, both nationally”will the voting stop?" The
and locally, walking away Committee would remind the
from any opportunity to gen- SeeRE-USE on Page6A
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(Continued from Page 1A)  architects of the country's first
Board that when you turnFresidential Library. They

your backs on the COmmunitydestroyed the place where

i i "alumni were educated who
%ﬁu tﬂﬂ? t?%’rmb%éﬂg (.)%ong)rlr}.u served their country, state and

n this process the oarcCity in war and in peace for

chose to needlessly demolis &Most a century. In so doing,

a building known by every liv- they carelessly ripped the
ing graduate of GalionrY—H h heart out of Galion — a com-

School through 2007, and thimunity whose center is Public

only known high school in theﬁgﬁare’ not Portland Way

country to be designed by



