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After waiting an hour outside the courtroom, only a  few of the many residents coming to see Wednes-
day's hearing stayed to hear the details about the continuance. The case between the Gallon board of 
education and the plaintiffs wanting to save the ol d high school will be heard in court April 3.  

Hearing postponed ... again 

By RACHEL MENDELL  
Inquirer Reporter 
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BUCYRUS — Many 

came to Wednesday's, hear-
ing, but only a few waited the 
hour to enter the courtroom 
where Judge Russ Wiseman 
relayed what counsels had 
decided in private session: 
The case is continued. . 

The defendants (Galion 
board of education with 
counsel Steven Friedman) 
received the newest motion 
dealing with city legal coun-
sel, filed Feb. 28, over the 
weekend and needed more 
time to fully answer to it. The 
plaintiffs (State of Ohio Ex 
Rel, et al with counsel John 
Barga) agreed to the extra 
time. 

"This court is obligated to 
give counsel a fair and reson-
able opportunity to respond," 
said Judge Wiseman, and 
added the defendants and 
plaintiffs both need time to 
prepare, research and 
defend." 

Multiple hearings may be 
consolidated into "one big 

     Judge  Wiseman  thanked                         
.   counsel  on  both  sides for    
.   their  professional approach 

(See HEARING on Page 10) 

District issues statement 
concerning court case 

Kathy Jenney, superintendent of Galion City Schools, 
released a news brief Wednesday on the subject of State ex. 
Rel. Kemle v. Galion City Schools. 

"The court continued the hearing on plaintiff's motion for 
a preliminary injunction today and set a final hearing on 
plaintiff's motion for an injunction and on the merits of the 
case for April 3 and 4, 2008. On Feb. 28, 2008 the board filed 
a motion for judgment on the pleadings asking the court to 
dismiss the case without an evidentiary hearing. Plaintiff's 
opposition to the board's motion is due on March 19, 2008, 
and the board's reply in support of its motion is due on March 
26, 2008. 

Separate and apart from the lawsuit, the board continues its 
willingness to consider any specific and comprehensive pro-
posal for the adaptive reuse of the former high school. The 
board has requested any such proposals from the plaintiffs, or 
any other group, be submitted prior to April 3 and to include 
a bond to provide for the demolition of the property if it can-
not be brought back to productive and self-sustaining use 
within five years. 

For further questions, contact the board's legal counsel, 
Steven Friedman of Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P. at 
216-479-8327." 

 

trial," said Wiseman, which 
is what counsels decided to 
do. The trial is set for April 3 
and 4. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
to this case. "I still am hope-
ful that a win-win situation 
can be worked out by all par-
ties," he said. "This is a mat-
ter of importance to the 
community. The community 
is watching you. What we do 
here will be of importance to 
all of us, and especially the 
people we serve.' 

"We will be ready to move 
forward on April 3," said 
Barga, adding he, too, still 
wanted a win-win resolution. 

On Jan. 14, legal action 
was filed against the Galion 
board of education asking the 
court to stop the board from 
tearing down the old Galion 
High School. An agreement 
was reached to complete the 
asbestos abatement, which 
was already in progress, but 
with a view to remodel and 
not to demolish. The first 
hearing of the case was 
scheduled for Feb. 19. 

Then on Feb. 4, adminis- 

tration and plaintiffs met 
along with their respective 
counsels (no board members 
were present at that meeting) 
to negotiate a tour for con-
tractors (HVAC, electricians, 
etc.) of the plaintiffs' choos-
ing, of the old high school 
building. 

The reason for the tour 
was to get new numbers for a 
revised plan for the Cultural 
Arts and Conference Center 
group and to prepare a busi-
ness plan. Once the agree-
ment was reached both sides 
agreed to have the Feb. 19 
hearing continued until 
March 5. The tour did not 
take place. Another motion 
was filed by the plaintiffs. 
Counsels met March 5 in pri-
vate session instead of the 
scheduled hearing and agreed 
to go to trial. 

Trial for this case is set for 
April 3, in the Crawford 
County Courthouse, second 
floor, in front of Judge Russ 
Wiseman. 
 

 


